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introduction of Medicaid expansion on July 1st. Although the details are still unknown, state agencies are already advertising the

website that will let residents apply for coverage and keep track of their benefits. It's going live this morning at
www.healthcare.wa.gov. A year ago, the state agency WICS was the lead agency for the expansion, which was a big success.

Almost 600,000 residents signed up for Medicaid coverage before the July 1 deadline. A couple of years ago, Washington was
one of a handful of states trying to implement the expansion, but it wasn't until the Supreme Court ruled the law constitutional
that this expansion became a reality. Now, Washington will be the first in the nation to show how it is using the new funding to
improve care for thousands of people with existing health problems. Health officials say expansion will ensure these individuals
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can get treatment they need without fear of being denied coverage because of pre-existing conditions. "The biggest challenge
that we faced with the implementation of the Medicaid expansion was ensuring that no-one gets left behind," says Shannon

Costa of the Washington state Health Department. "The federal government will pay for most of the additional costs to expand
Medicaid. That means that the money will be coming from somewhere, and we were concerned that people with pre-existing

conditions might be unable to get care because of cost. The federal government has a waiver program that lets states use
Medicaid dollars to expand the care people with existing health problems can get, so that is what we are doing now." Costa says

about 70 percent of the state's revenue will go to this waiver program. She says the state is still determining how much, but
they'll need to provide care for an estimated 200,000 adults who will be eligible for Medicaid expansion under the federal law.
She says the vast majority of the eligible adults are low-income, single-parent working families who struggle with the cost of
health care. "A lot of these people who will be eligible for Medicaid expansion are people who have existing health problems,
and they already have some level of insurance. The problem is that they have to get a prescription for insulin, for example, or

have a child with a chronic health problem, and the cost of insurance coverage just keeps going up and up and up." 82157476af
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